Evaluation Criteria for Considering Re-issuances of RFAs

All concepts requesting the re-issuance of an RFA should include an evaluation of the RFA, according to the criteria established during the initial approval process.  This evaluation will be an integral component of the consideration of the requested re-issuance.

All evaluations should include the following information:

· Criteria established and approved in the original RFA concept

· Funding history of the initiative, including level of support and any carry-over of funds.

· Consideration of the following questions:

· To what extent did the RFA meets its overall goals? If not completely, to what extent are the principal investigators moving toward the anticipated goals? Are they achievable within the next re-issuance?

· What were the expected/anticipated outcome(s) and were they achieved? 

· Was the initiative successful in increasing research in this area/field?

· Could the principal investigators continue the research activities supported by the RFA through other investigator-initiated mechanisms (R01, PO1, etc)?

· Were the results worth the initiative’s cost? If yes, state how and justify with appropriate metrics

· To what extent are the actual requested costs in line with initial budget expectations?

.

Decision alternatives for the NCI Executive Committee in considering re-issuances may include the following:

· Approval of the re-issuance (at the same, increased or decreased funding level)

· Approval of interim support to allow either a phasing-out or re-evaluation

· Discontinuation

